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Introduction Facilitation in an educational context, especially for adolescents, is the
practice of guiding students through a process of discovery rather than merely
delivering information. This approach is exemplified in a Career Awareness &
Motivation Session held on 25th April 2026 for Grade 6, 7, and 8 students at a
Government School. By focusing on reasoning abilities, the facilitator created an
environment where students were active participants in their own cognitive
development.

Diagnostic Scaffolding and Visual Patterns The facilitator began by diagnosing
students’ existing knowledge of competitive exams and introducing “reasoning’ as a
core component. To initiate engagement, a simple pattern extension question was
presented: a sequence of diagonal arrows where students had to predict the next
figure.
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The complexity was then increased with a second pattern featuring an upward arrow
(1). While the first figure was plain, the second had one mark, and the third had two
marks. This visual progression served as a "hook” for student curiosity.
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While most students initially predicted a simple upward arrow, one girl identified the
nuanced logic: the marks were increasing sequentially, meaning the next figure
required three marks.



Validation and Managing Divided Logic A crucial facilitation moment occurred
when the facilitator provided four visual options for the next step in the arrow
sequence.
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This created a "lot of noise” as students debated the correct choice. When the class
was divided between the third and fourth options, the facilitator did not provide the
answer but instead asked, "why not the first?".

The students used visual evidence to explain their reasoning:

« Elimination: They rejected the first and second options because the “original
place of the mark” had changed.

« Logical Alignment: They identified that the marks alternated from left to right,
concluding the next mark must return to the left side.

This process, supported by visual aids of triangles and squares for counting
exercises, transformed the classroom into a space where children were highly
engaged and actively “liking" the challenge of logical deduction.



Fostering Curiosity and Student Agency The images from the session capture the
students’ intense curiosity, showing them gathered around an interactive board,
pointing and discussing the patterns. This visual engagement highlights the
facilitator's role in creating a participatory atmosphere.

To ensure the impact of the session extended beyond the classroom, the facilitator
transitioned the role of "question-setter’ to the students themselves. They were
encouraged to use their mobile devices to find or develop their own reasoning
questions to solve during their "free periods,” thereby turning a facilitated session into
a sustainable, student-led habit of inquiry.

Facilitation means moving beyond the "sage on the stage” model. As shown in these
patterns, it involves using visual prompts to spark curiosity, validating divergent
student insights, and managing classroom discourse so that students arrive at
logical conclusions through their own reasoning rather than being told the ‘right’

answer.
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